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Name/address of Proper ty : 

B24 Park Avepue, Baltimore, KD 23 2 

Telephone: <: 1) 723-1 X) 

Prepared by: Barbara Hoff. Dalseaer. Catzen and Associates. Inc« . 

14 Light Street. Baltimore. Maryland 21202 Telephone: Qpi) 837-3^91 

i'i?C^I£H2!J 0 F FiiYSICAL APFKARAN0E_ 

916 St. Paul Street exemplifies the simple yt-t elegant rowhouses still existing in 
the ::o.:r.t Vernon Historic' District. Buildings such as it blend with cr.a another to CJ ite 
.a significant architectural environment of the district. 916 St. Paul Street is a three 

bay, three story Italianate rowhouse with a high basement and shed roof. Built of masonry, 
it has a stuccoed brick facade. 

The building is set back from the street; consequently it has a front yard. The yard has 
a cast iron fence with a wrought iron gate. 

The basement level contains a central and a southern window with iron grills over them. 
marble steps with two iron balustrades lead up to a round arched doorway. The wood door has 
eight raised panels and a leaded fan light above. It is flush with the opening. 

The first floor windows are long, attenuated nine over ?:ine wood sash windows with pain 
subsills. Each has one over one white aluminum storm windows and blinds which are 

., i jr original nor appropriate to the facade. The second and third stories hove six over 
six wood sash windows which shorten at each upper story, stone subsills, and aluminum storm 
windows. 

Above the third floor fenestration is a wood cornice with a brick fj.Jcze v a marked 
by a molded '-'ood strip at its bottom edge. The cornice contains large i.odillion blocks 
and dentils. 

Both the north and south sides are attached to other buildings and hence are unobserv ble. 
The south h^y of the ' est fhj-d.a of the house ! as f.o over tvo double hung windows with • -od 
sills, flat arches, aluminum storm \:1 ndo- -s, and, en the first floor, iron grills. An iron, 
fire escape extends down this bay. 

The central and north bays of the main building's west facade contain a five bay long, 
two bay wide, three story high back building built of partially painted common bond brick. It 
has a shed roof and corbelled brick cornice. The west wall of this structure has a paneled 
wood door with an aluminum storm door located in the north bay. The first and second floor 
have two over two wood windows with wood sills, flat arches and aluminum storm windows. The 
first floor also has an unoriginal wood awning across it. The third floor contains two by 
two square casement windows with the same details as the others. There is a chimney in the 
center of the wall. 

The south wall of this structure contains wood double hung windows with aluminum 
storm winder. The first floor has iron screens and the third floor has casement 
windows. 

The interior still retains its original rcwhouse plan of rooms organized in a line 
, irallel to a circulation axis, and the rooms have b..en converted into apartments. The interior 
vestibule door hes a simple wood fanlight. The vestibule.has a haxagonical warble tile. 
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Name/address- of Properly. 

- SCRIPT ION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

In the hallway, the original radiator, tongue and groove wainscoting,'and crewn 
Lding remain* The crown molding contains an elaborate motif of ornate leaves splraled 
>und a rod. Tr.Q floor is now linoleum, and the vails have hod wood paneling applied over 

The original newel post end balustrade for the staircase remain also. The balusters 
turned and the newel post contains a variety of decorations on a Doric column. 

A typical epartmant contains its original wood floors, architrave surrounds on the door 
ide-y opanings, as well as baseboards. The details include a plaster foliated crc n molding, 
rble tr.antels, and inlaid mahogany in the floors. 

The conversion of this structure into an apartment house is typical of the area which 
ôw consists Mainly of professional offices and apartments. In general, the building still 
retains its original character in its materials, scale, plan, proportion, >ind details, is 
a result, the building augments the special environment of the Mount Vernon Historic District. 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION* CERTIFICATION A P P U m l f a - • • PAET 1 . P a g e 4 B-3800 

NAME/ADDRESS of Properly: 9 1 6 , ^ 1 P?T^J . t r & f t t ' _ fo? U m ° r g _ ' •«*ryl»nd' 21202 
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P r e p a r e d l)y: B a r b a r a Hoff , D a l s e m e r , C a t z e n arid A s s o c i a t e s , I n c . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e of 916 S t . P a u l S t r e e t l i e s i n i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l c o n t r i b u t i o n 
t o t h e e n v i r o n m e n t of t h e Mount Vernon H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 

The Mount Vernon H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t is l o t h s B a l t i m o r e C i t y D i s t r i c t »n<J, in 
j - s r t , a MAI i o n * 1 R e g i s t e r M i a t n r i r l.sndm.ii k l l i s l i i i t . Mount Vernon w«a tlie f i r s t 
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t in Bill I in.ore C i t y , d»-.-i i giiol «-.l in I'JM and expanded f i v e t ime a to 
t h e c u r r e n t - b o u n d a r i e s , whtrl i have been c e r t i f i e d by the Depar t went of i h e I n t e r i o r 
for p u r p o s e * of t he H i s t o r i c P r e e e r v a l ion T = x I n r e n l i v e s . The o r d i n a n c e c r e a t i n g 
l!ie Mount Vernr.n H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t a l s o ea t .il#l inhed i h e B a l t i m o r e C i t y Commission 
for H i s t o r i c end Arc ii i i «•«•! urn I I'I >• se r vi»l i >>n In o v e r s e t a l l c h a n g e s w i i l u ' n t h e 
D i s t i c t t;nj t o recoiur.i-u.l n r l i r r areata mid b u i l d i n g s in t h e C i t y for h i s t o r i c 
d e s i g n a t i o n . The H i s t o r i c D i a t i i r t an.I Ihe C.>,..,:-. i«a ion were o u t g r o w t h s of t h e Mount 
Vernon Urban Renewal P l / in , one of t h e C i t y ' s e a r l i e s t e f f o r t s t o i n c o r p o r a t e 
p r e s f f v a t ion and renov.i t ion of e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e s w i t h new d e v e l o p m e n t • The 
Cur ren t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t now I'ttcntnpnsses two Mi lan Renewal A r e a s : Mount Vernon snd 
ti id t own- Be 1 v e d e r e , 

The Mount Vernon H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t prew from tlie e a r l y 19th c e n t u r y t h r o u g h t h e 
c s r ly 20 th c e n t u r y ami r e t a i n s st r net o r e a—-res i den t i a l , coi n e r e i s ! , t nd 
r e l i g i o u s — frota t h a t t i m e . The j r . - a was R*il t i m o r e ' a most f a s h i o n a b l e n e i g h b o r h o o d 
.:id aa Such i n c l u d e s Hflmt! of ihe f i n e s t a r c l i i I CLI u re in Ihe C i t y , b u i l t for . r 1 . ' ; ' / 
r e s i d e n t s , c o n g r e g a t i o n s , and in»t i t nl i o n s , tr, d d e s i g n e d by a r c h i t e c t s of l o c a l d 
n a t i o n a l renown, 'Ihe g r e a t e r por t ion of i).e d i s t r i c t u s ! once t h e e s t a t e of John 
Eager How/.rd, r e v o l u t i o n a r y war p.a r i o t nod s t a t e s m a n , Ilia m a n s i o n , B e l v i d e r e , • ..s 
l o c a t e d s t v h i t i s now t h e |t)tMJ b l o c k of Nor th C a l v e r t S t r e e t . " i h e c e n t e r p i e c e of t he 
d i s t r i c t i s t h e Wash ing ton Monument auri Hounl Vernon P l a c e , The oonnraent i s t h e 
f i r s t fo rmal monument ere«:f««l to rnrr»aetnoral e Oeorge Wash ing ton i nd is one c f t he 
f i n e s t examples of monumenta 1 a r c h i I I T t u r e in Ihe c o u n t r y . I t WHS e r e c t e d from 1315 
t o lo29 rod d e s i g n e d hy Robert M i l l s , one of "ihe f i r s t American born end t r a i n e d 
a r c h i t e c t ! in t h e c o u n t r y . The deve lopment of tl.p s q u a r e s known as Mount Vernon 
Piece and Wash ing ton P l a i t - , Hut PB from t h e I H J O ' B , when t h e l and was s u b d i v i d e d by 
Howard 's h e i r s , who t h e n hoi It some of t he f i r s t h n u s e s . P r i o r t o t he c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of t he i^oneiaent and t h e development of t h e s q u a r e s , b r i c k work ing c l a s s h o u s e s were 
b u i l t on Tyson S t r e e t , Read Si r e e l and Nor th Howard S t r e e t , t he e a r l i e s t d a t i n g from 
1S10. These b u i l d i n g s s t i l l e x i s t , some a r e r e s i d e n c e s and o t h e r s h a v e been 
c o n v e r t e d t o a n t i q u e s h o p s . The h o u s e s on H a m i l t o n S t r e e t d a t e from 1820 and were 
d e s i g n e d by Rober t Cary Long S r . Ihe a r c h i t e c t of t he 1'eale Museum and Dsv idge H a l l . 

The a r e a which i s now | h » H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t " c o n t i n u e d t o d e v e l o p . B a l t i m o r e ' s 
p rominen t and w e a l t h y r e s i d e n t s moved n o r t h In t l ie r u r a l a r e a b e c a u s e I h e l and 
around t h e h a r b o r wns r / i p i d l y hei-nmroinp, i o d u s t r 1*1 i red and b e c a u s e Ihe C i t y was 

oded w i t h immi g r a m 8 , who I lm l..'.l l o K.i I I iiu.tf g t o work in t h e newly e s t a b l i s h e d 
m d u N t r t e s . C o n s t r u c t i o n .-..iiti.ui.-d i <> t i l . - p i n e in t h e IHHU's and IH90 ' s a f t e r t h e 
•Inward e s t a t e had been s o l d . hy i he e i r l y 1*01 ti c e n t u r y , Mount Royal Avenue id 
p a r t s of Howard S t r e . - t had been d e v e l o p e d , c o m p l e t i n g t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n in t h e 
d i s t r i c t . 

renov.it
-..iiti.ui.-d
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Architecturally, Mount Vernon displays a complete rsn^e of l9th century 
building styles: Greek Revival, early an«l laic- Renaissance Revival, Ilaltanate, 
Second Knniri-, Queen Anne, dsoii i rin RtHaani'Sqtte, Victorian Gothic, Ghateau, 
heaus-Art s", Colonial Revival, Ait Iiei-.)-, and r.Mi.l. i n.u i iins at id vernacular 
interpret ations of these atylc*. 

Kany of the elegant tnvnhnnses and all of the churches, apartments, and Lot els 
•.ere designed by eminent !.->.jl and nai it»nal architects including; Stanford Wh i t e, 
William A. Delano, John Russell I'"!11-'! Edmund C. I.iml, Francis E Baldwin and 
Josias Pennington, J.D. Koel Uyatl, J. Crawford Meilson, John Rudolph Niernsee, 
Joseph Evans Sperry, Nathan C. Starkweather, Jackson Colt, J.A. Wilson, Charles E. 
Caasell, Thomas Dixon ami Charles Carson, lt.tr lest on J. Parker snd Douglas H. Thomas, 
Edward II. Ctidden, and noted contemporary architects including F.ih-'ard Durrell St>ne, 
James R. Grieves Associates and the firm of S'hepley, Bui finch, Richardson, and 
Abbot I 

Aiming the prominent families who engaged Muse art httects and lived in the area 
were the philanthropists; (George Peabody, Enoch I'ratt, and William and Henry 
Walters, who founded i he I'eabndy Conservatory of Music, The Enoch Prate Free Library 
end the '.'alters Art Gallery, all of wlttrti are located in or en the boarder of the 
i!o :nt Vernon District; I lie Winans family who developed railroad systems in this 
-ountry end in Russia; several Johns Hopkins Hospital physicists and chemists, 
deluding Henry August Rowland and Ira Hcmsenj William Pinkney White, a Governor of 
the State, ind Mayor of the City; ami the Warfields, Pattersons, McKims, > :id 
Sissons, >"rnQng others. 

The specific architectural contribution of 916 St. Paul Street exists in three 
areas* First, the building possesses an historically important style: the Tt^i-- .:•',?, 
indicated by the large, elaborate cornice, tall windows, arched door-.,ay ...vd flat roof. 
This style, which flourished in Baltimore from about 18-15 to about r;s the third 
t:>ajor rowhouse style in Baltimore, following the Federal and Greek Revival styles. 
Secondly, the structure clearly v=s built as a residence and had a high quality of design: 
fine brickwork, marble trim, wood decoration, cast iron windows boxes and large scale. 
Such traits epitomize the district's character as a wealthy residential area. Finally, 
the materials of the structure as well as its scale and proportions blend in with 
neighboring houses to create a visually harmonious streetscape. The continuity of these 
streetscapes in turn produces the special historic fabric of the Mount Vernon Historic 
District. 

lt.tr
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